February 4, 1978 Class on Symbolism with Baba Hari Dass

Edit notes: The following was typed from notes handwritten at the time of the class. The content in unattributed.
Comments in square brackets are generally those of the typist. Comments in parentheses are likely that of the reader.
Names of individuals who are not public figures are changed to protect their privacy. There was editing for format and
IAST transliteration of Sanskrit terms.

Bindu is the first thing to appear from sound. Om is first manifestation, before creation. (“In the
beginning was the Word,” Vedas say the same.)

Bindu is Brahman. It divides into purusa and prakrti, or sattva and tamas on one level. As soon as
there are two, the third is there because of action. Brahma is the quality of action between Visnu
and Siva.

A point is ultimate form beyond which a thing can’t be condensed.

Tetrahedron [three-dimensional] is four-sided, including base, each side triangular.

Two tetrahedrons with bases together (creating a six-sided “cube”) have miila at top and ajha or
manas at bottom. Citta, buddhi, and aharmkara are at the points of the triangle between them
[where their bases are together] and $r1 is at its center, midway between ajia and miila. When the
bottom triangle is turned up, a pyramid is formed (the sides are shared). The destructive energy
of the triangle is stopped, so there is no more death. The pyramid theory is based on this.
Interpret mandala according to your body mechanism (microcosm) and according to universal
mechanism (macrocosm). When $17 is pierced, it turns inward and up, like a sock inside out.
Milla and manas unite in one apex.

Upward-pointing triangle can be sattva and tamas, involution, Siva, fire, linga, male, static or
active.

Downward-pointing triangle can be rajas and tamas, evolution, $akti, water, yoni, female,
dynamic or passive. Iccha $akti is dynamic force = rajas, but is passive within creation =
tamasika.

Arc is related to wave and water. Likewise crescent.

Pentagon [two-dimensional] has five sides. Pentagram is five-pointed star. The five points are
guardian against lust, anger, greed, delusion, fear, and this is used in healing.

Hexagram is six-pointed star [two triangles] a manifestation of the universal, especially when it
revolves. Five elements + citta.

Drum of Siva [two opposing triangles or cones meeting at one point] represents dissolution,
when time and space cease to exist.
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Triangles as lotus petals: sides bulge out from tension of energy [making rounded]: they desire to
expand. Lotus is symbol of creation or of spiritual rebirth. All symbolic numbers are represented
as floral pattern, lotus.

Circle
- revolution of planets
- all cycles, all returns, all rhythms that make life possible
- rajas guna
- ether element

Om [as written in Sanskrit] represents same as Star of David and as Christian cross. [Start with
three dots, an upward-pointing triangle. Connect the two lower dots with a downward-curving
line.] Tension between rajas and tamas, nada and riipa. They always join in this arc pattern, never
straight across, because of tension. This tension causes the second, lower [downward-pointing]
triangle, the three $akti. [Connect its two upper dots with an upward-curving line, then continue
with another bulging line from the right- hand dot down through the bottom dot and leftward.]

Hexagon: symbol of air element symbol of time

Square: symbol of limits of expansion, or the context within which... symbol of earth element,
material plane.

Plus sign: expansion of one point (ether) in four directions (four perceptible elements) and
hegemony of one principle over all; field of....

Svastika: knowledge of transcendent divinity, knowable only through left hand or right hand
ways, so can turn either way. supreme reality, not within reach of human mind

Why the Germans chose left hand way......

Trident (tristula in Sanskrit): symbol of perfect knowledge because one holds it three energies:
consciousness, will, and action.

The sadhu who get a trident: this is a symbol of their level.
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